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Technical Field 

The present invention relates generally to computer or other networks, and more 
15 particularly to protocol processing for information communicated between hosts such as 
computers connected to a network. 

Background 

The advantages of network computing are increasingly evident. The convenience 
20 and efficiency of providing information, communication or computational power to 

individuals at their personal computer or other end user devices has led to rapid growth of 
such network computing, including internet as well as intranet systems and applications. 
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